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to stand up as Americans and not Re-
publicans and Democrats? Democrats 
want to stand up with Americans to 
pass a long-term infrastructure bill. 

f 

PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN CHILD 
PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of 
H.R. 36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act, which is expected to be 
voted on later today. This legislation, 
which is based on substantial scientific 
evidence, establishes Federal legal pro-
tection for unborn children at 20 
weeks, with limited exceptions in the 
case of rape or incest. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe this to be one 
of the human rights issues of our day. 
It has been scientifically proven that 
the unborn feel pain at 20 weeks and 
are, in many cases, capable of living 
outside of the womb. I remain greatly 
concerned that the United States of 
America continues to be one of the few 
countries in the world that allows for 
abortions this far into pregnancy. 

This commonsense legislation, which 
is supported by 60 percent of all Ameri-
cans, seeks to correct this injustice. I 
am proud to be a cosponsor of H.R. 36, 
and I urge my colleagues to join me 
and vote to protect the lives of the un-
born. 

f 

HIGHWAY TRUST FUND 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day I held a press conference at a 
bridge in Perth Amboy, in my district, 
to highlight the dire need to renew the 
highway trust fund before it expires at 
the end of this month. This bridge, like 
thousands of other bridges and roads 
throughout the country, is in dire need 
of repair. 

And let me be as clear as I can be: 
unless Republicans in Congress join 
with Democrats in our commitment to 
invest in our Nation’s infrastructure, 
not only will our roads and bridges 
continue to deteriorate, jobs will be 
lost, and the economy will suffer. 

Ever since Republicans took control 
of the House in January 2011, they have 
shown neglect and indifference towards 
the Nation’s infrastructure needs. In 
fact, since Republicans assumed the 
majority in January 2011, the Repub-
lican-led Ways and Means Committee 
has not held a single hearing on financ-
ing options for the highway trust fund. 
All this, despite the U.S. being ranked 
16th in quality of infrastructure, be-
hind Switzerland, the United Arab 
Emirates, Japan, and others, according 
to the World Economic Forum; and the 
country received a D-plus from civil 
engineers for our infrastructure na-
tionwide. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues in Congress to quickly extend 
the highway trust fund. We only have 
another 6 legislative days. Jobs, eco-
nomic strength, and the safety and 
health of our transportation system 
are at stake. 

f 

b 1230 

CALLING FOR A LONG-TERM 
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING 
BILL TO FIX OUR NATION’S IN-
FRASTRUCTURE 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate national Infrastructure Week 
here in this country, I urge my col-
leagues across the aisle to work with 
us to develop a sensible, long-term so-
lution to fix this trust fund and put an 
end to our infrastructure crisis. 

We need reliable roads, highways, 
and bridges to keep our economy mov-
ing, and for almost 60 years we have de-
pended on the highway trust fund to 
make necessary repairs to our Nation’s 
deteriorating infrastructure. However, 
the gas tax hasn’t been raised in 20 
years and no longer generates enough 
revenue to meet our needs. 

The highway trust fund faces a seri-
ous and immediate funding shortage. 
The deadline to fix this is just weeks 
away—just 6 legislative days. So unless 
we act now, construction projects 
across the country will come to a 
standstill, putting the jobs of 600,000 
American workers on the line. Paving 
our highways and keeping our bridges 
safe and reliable is one of the most 
basic jobs of Congress. We have until 
May 31 to figure this out. Failing is not 
an option. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF NICK PELLAR, EAGLE 
SCOUT 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the accomplishments of 
Nick Pellar. Nick is an Eagle Scout in 
Troop 13 and is a senior at New Trier 
High School in north suburban Illinois. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the Boy 
Scouts of America is the Nation’s larg-
est and most prominent values-based 
youth development organization. The 
Boy Scouts provide a program for 
young people that builds character, 
trains them in the responsibilities of 
participating in citizenship, and devel-
ops personal fitness. 

Nick embodies all of these ideals and 
more. Mr. Speaker, Nick recently 
earned his 140th merit badge. That 
means not only does Nick have every 
single badge available, he actually has 
earned seven more than you can get 
today. As Scouts go into the program 
today, there are only 133 available 
merit badges. As merit badges are 

added, some are taken off. He has actu-
ally earned 140 merit badges. 

Eagle Scouts, Mr. Speaker, are some 
of the top 4 percent of Scouts across 
the country. Nick’s accomplishments 
put him among the top handful of 
Eagle Scouts in the entire Nation. 

He is so incredibly accomplished for 
a young man of his age, and this 
achievement demonstrates his personal 
dedication and moral fortitude. Mr. 
Speaker, I have known Nick personally 
for many years, and I am incredibly 
proud of this awesome accomplish-
ment. Mr. Speaker, I offer my sincere 
congratulations to Nick and wish him 
the best as he starts college this fall at 
my alma mater, Denison University. 

f 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my unwavering sup-
port for the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States and its chairman, Fred 
Hochberg. 

In fiscal year 2014 alone, the Ex-Im 
Bank supported approximately $107 
million in Nebraska exports. As the 
bank looks to extend its charter 
through the end of 2022, Chairman 
Hochberg graciously accepted my invi-
tation to come to Omaha, where he re-
cently sat down with several of the Ne-
braska firms which work hand-in-hand 
with the Ex-Im Bank. 

Mr. Speaker, I also wish to express 
my support for the many Nebraska 
firms who work for the bank. Among 
these are Chief Industries of Kearney, 
Nebraska, which manufactures grain 
storage systems and employs 245 full- 
time workers. For the last 15 years, 
Chief Industries has worked with the 
bank to increase its export sales by 
1,000 percent. That’s right, 1,000 per-
cent. It is this kind of success story 
which makes clear the significant con-
tribution which the Ex-Im Bank makes 
to our Nation’s economy. 

Among these contributions are the 
1.3 million American jobs the bank has 
helped create since 2009, while reducing 
the Federal deficit alone by $7 billion 
over the last 20 years. 

f 

BRING BACK OUR GIRLS 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, it has been over a year since 
the Chibok girls were stolen from their 
families by Boko Haram. Today I have 
asked my fellow Congresswomen to 
join me in wearing red on Wednesdays. 
Wear red in solidarity with the moth-
ers and sisters who fear their stolen 
daughters and sisters have been sexu-
ally assaulted and sold into slavery. 

Soldiers are beginning to capture 
abandoned Nigerian women and girls. 
So far, not one is a Chibok schoolgirl. 
So we will continue our advocacy. 
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